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FEATURE STORIES

Starioned at the Hisoric Kentotr Fir€houe
on Nonh Schofeld. North Porddd
C4lm@itr work (NPC!V) is a Bonprcfit
@rpoElioo that helps lotr-incorpoEted
entitiF obtaio funding md suppon for
wiou co|muity prciects. F@ soa.ll-
s€.le fisal spoosoBhip of proims such o the
ia$allatiod of speed bumps on willamfte
Boulmd to the long-tem Harbor Oil
Superfurd site deoup, NPCW is s?@ding
lts wgi

Itr$ituted in 1996, the orgdiation 6
originally lurd the Icnto! Action Plan
od mle\ *wed rhe Kenton neighborhood
working on @ImMit'' budding issu6
e6Dom( dd€lop|1mt ild critr
prewnton. Ow the yem they expmded
rheir sope md boudaic *orually
becoming fi*a.l sponor for prois itr
Sr. tohs, Overl@k Em Colmbia md
Brid8don.

In 2005, the goup d6i&d to rmrk ther
misb! dd choged their tme to North
Pordmd Crtmuitywork. Nw the we
m indode all of Nord Po.d@4 St lobs
dd wm sft deighbolh@& in Nofthd.

Nonh Pordmd Co|muity Worls hc
a 501(cX3) fedenl td e@pt $atui "The
highd fedenl td ffi you @ gd,"
e+lains the @tmt prdiding @tire
diredol Tom Griffin-Valadq who ho bccn
with the group sjn@ i6 inceptioo.'The
idea is to inobate groups od prcjects,
giving thm the techni@l advie md 6ral
oi*ue they need to gd up @d l:uing.
We hope that mme day they ga the sde tu
statu dd will be fie md cong enough to
operate on their om."

Lwly linked to North Pordod
Neighborhood Swiq of vhich Grifin-
Val,ade is also the dirdol NPCW is its om
umb.dla etrtiry Mary of the prctds it
oreffi &e prcped bf ib eight-membe.
voluteer bodd

Before joidng the grcup o drair lr yar,
Ten ltatci fbmded the Nonh Ponland
Tool Libmry, trorcwing the id@ ftom the
Uniresity of Califomia-Be*dry. NrcW
facilitated two grub for the liba4r, a Fred
Meyer M@orial Tffi gmt ($12,000) md
a Canmuitf Derelop4nt Block grot
($12,0/00) iiom the City of Portland Bueau
of HousinS od Comurity Development.

llatch refds to NPCIV 6 a'lauciirg pad"
"If you're a proiect that's ffiing up md

you dool hare a lot of iniiasro@re or
you hare m idea that 1ou're not sure will
fly Nonh Portlod Colmmity works 6
hetp."

Harbor Oil ColMuity Advisory Gmup
(HOCAG) mmber Ma* Stephe ioi&d the
group ls thd a yed ago ia order to apply
for a $50,000 tedDical Nim@ gtut fiom
the Envircmental Protdioa Agocy (EPA).
The EPA awrded tbe gmt to HOC"{G in

Jue-
The money Aom the EPA grot wil pay

for a techdel advisor who will as md
re@lmeDd a proper cl@up pGedre for
the 42-acre Harbor Oil site leted near the
Erpo Center. The glouds weE d6ignared
s a Superfund sire by the EPA in 2003.

"Nonh Pordud Comunrry Work is a
grat my of tying the @muity together,"
uid Stephu. "As INPcwl g'lm I think it
h4 a lot of potential lo b€ a ral ptrDe in
Nonh Pordod:'

Another large-sca.le udghking that
NrcW is facilitating is the Columbia
Childr@t Arbodlm park impovemst
prcid. Dick Towle od Gyrid Hyde-
'Iir*'le of the Eas Cdrmbia Neighborhood
Asciation he beer mrkisg to improw
the arboretu, where the dud !d

Columbia Multicultural Pioic (happeniry

on Julf 28 this yea) is hel4 since 2002
who neighborhood rsidenb dedeed the
blackberr,'-laded puk to be a jewel in the
rcugh il ned of me

with the belp of Nonh Portlud
Cnlmmity Workc the Nature ir the
Neighborhoo& gmt ($36J80) m awded
to the Ed ColuDbia Neighborhood
Assiation by Mtu la$ M.t'.

"Tom ICriffio-Valade!] @rmunicatiotr
skills are abow dd beyond If rc aeed help
il ome ca he makes sure rc find the right
people to gd the hdp from ao mftcr what.
He is a jack of a.ll tade when it cotm to
cotmui@tion- That is his fonei said
Hyde-Towle.

Money tom the Namre in the
Neighborboo& gret wil go to wios park
improwmeats such a additiolal signage,
the remoral of a notr-fundioning cdErt
md the imallatioo of a footbridge.

Marching along withoft publicit'' or
ewn a w€b6he, tlonh Ponlud Comuiry
worls coorinuG ro Blw. OpeD to h@itrg
@rmuit). prcim proposals from u)one
wnh o idea, Tom Gri6n-Valade agns "We

INrcW] ee nor fyirg to ell owlve. We
m doing the mrk quietly."
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Obsade dd banien wre on the table
at the Jue r ffiitrg of Ponlud's Gmg
Violer@ Task For@. Limited fudding,
organiations fighting for the @e fund&
Dot knowilg what roure are ayailabte,
inabrlit to drae informhon acrw agencie
due to @nfdeotiality isu6 - all interfere
with effdiw pmering mong groups that
ould rcrk togdher Cltmsitl' issu6
- powrty, pdental apathy, ild Dol haviDg
age-ap?ropriate *trie auilablq epeciaft'
h the t5-21 age ruge - aI$ @mpli6te
their efforo.

Regena Willim of Northwest Couty
Comunity OutEach emphcized rhat the
fm had to be oa how to gd the *ric6 to
the yolth.

'What is offered util curfew?" $e asked-
"what do the kids @t to do?"

The task force, pan of Mayor Tom Poftels
Offce ofYoutlr \4olo@ Prewntiotr (OY\?),
pced its 6n mireMry h July. With
OYw-finded stri6 iN getting uder
My, it is too eely to dqemine *'h*her the
groops hm ede a mGurabl€ imlhct otr
youth violene.

'The fom of rhis offie is to kep )Drrth
fiom hamidg rlErelvs od/or others'
OY\? Dimor ]ohr Gnda emphaiad

{\v'|\ { 'Doing th. work quietly
ii .n,,r,"nsRericlrurse,y Nor*r Portland Community\florks sPfeads the money around
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City focuses 0n rclationship-building to head otl gang growth
'We olrnte i! Portlmd baed on the'thEe-
leg sol' appmdr, which mem prcmtioo,
imilotr dd law edorecnt. ... One by
iself mn\ make the diferue; all need to be
inded in order for positiw drage to cu."

PoftercMted OY\? in luly 2006 to @mbat
the xalating gang acMty ia Portland md
lo gtr grut mney to ofgeiati,os doiDg
that rcrk A@rding to the offie's website,
Ponland ho w! a Jl.5 perclt i!@e
ia gug mroberhip sitr@ 2003, with gatg
actirittye4mdiogom of the Noft h/Nonh*
regiou itrto th€ @tire mdrolnlitu ca

Ceda ds chai6 th€ Gmg Violence Tak
Fore, a ollmire body of law oforment
officials, reprMtati6 of nonprofit
orguiatiom ud onered citizm. Oae
of the mior cha.llenge fachg the OY\? is
brhging the @tmmity's rorc together
to fom sEtegic partner$ipc. This is whc
the GVTF plap a vital rcle.

'We have to learn to talk to each
other dd work pore closely togdher,"
Cmda stated. "We as iadividuals and as
instirutions have to realik when maling
d€cisions that our decisioas really do
aff€ct our paffiers and keep our panners'
opitrions dd limitatioDs in mind."

During its fr* yvu, the OY\? m fwused
on ttre grot pIffi od goinS rhrough grut
applidios. Nd, a the OYVP gem up for

its *ond yer of opration, that gmt moaey
is about to be utiliad for the 6rst tim ir a
number of purh-mrgced *ryic.

Acodiog to Canda, the oft@ % gmted

$,100,000 liom th€ city's genenl fund for tlre
fff gmt cyde.

'These dollars are stricdy for the
purposs of prevcot ion dd interuent ioD
seryicc, oot for law eaforcemenr
purpo*s," Cada strsed.

The GVTF mees bmonthly dd is
moded by reprmtatim of the nonprcfit
otgaoizatioG workiag to prcvide aLrisk

)outh srvicq law enforercat oficials
fim the Ponlod Police Burau, c rcll a
reprentativc ftom the Parls & R<reation
Depormil @d the Offe of Neighborhood
Involvoot. 'Ihe meaings prcvide
onemed individuals md groupe with m
owriq of seDt gug-rdated adivity
od a fom for lming about prcgm
ad erio offered \ othq orgdiations.
ln addition, the C\nF is worlshoppirg
mcthods ud traregiB to idenri& problem
md bmier ro bring multiple *ries md
slutios toKthq.

Page 6 . 'July 2007


