Arts ond Cultwre in the Fox Cilles

by Jenniifer Gri

The local band, the Groove Hogs, makes music that may defy description
but nonetheless hooks fans here and elsewhere.

“Tlu_- band = only, = pood s s lighe
showe” bead singer Adam Enevoldsn
jorkies, as fellow members of the Gmoove
Hoops ser up foca pig in Green Bay, But for leng-time
Moo fans, it wasn't the flashing lights thar gor them
heoked om e of de most imague bands in che Fooc
River Yalley amen Unigue maet omby o that i is a
en-member basud with o complete huom seomion,
Tsr ks because the members have speist thee ks
ten years puiling from and manscending aeral
jpersres of rusic to develop it cwm omigive] scnind.
Al s o scumed thiat’s had be categarize.

HT ehink thee official versson (& Maiesy rock ond
sl wombone. player Tom Vanden Avonid sys
e zsked horw the Groove Hogs is usially deseribed.

e iy s Flises, funk — L am afunk oran.
texot s phaver Steve Cooper emphnsizes.

“Everybady sayvs sonbething different,” Doz
Praniisls, s phays nhio s phin oor
I fcx, the band has beett cateporized p raythm
& B, soud, and 0 blues-type band with harma

Pamiels disaprees with the keter description,
hemever, stressing char “We're et o blues hand.”

O thine the Greoee Hoss can agree on
thar the bamd 5 onor shout stewvieg . within the
besanclaries af any clven penge. Inswead, this goap
sorives b ek oot of mradidienal molds and e
creare someting thar iz bold, Tively, and smathered
i healthy mix of shycham, Blues, funk, rock, and
sougl, Bur chat wast't always the case.

When drummer Jobin Sreler nnd punie player
Pat Kiel decidid te foen 2 band in 1994, ey had
ane goal (nmind = shed the coparate mmage and
have furs, Comprised of four members, the ariginal
Ginowwe Hogswns niothing moee than & cover bared,

et didn't renlly cane)” Srelzir sy MW were
all younger,. fand] doing this hecase we wanted
b Ty 1554, hawever, Steloer and comgany began
comipilng o fourpiece hom secrion and made the
precarions checislom i start weitlng their o sengs,
Thee result of their [abors was the 1997 relese of
their selftitlad 1, “The Groeve Hogs,” which —

16

alrhough o grear effor could not coneeal the
very madible stmiggle of o gronp of misicians mying
ros caprure the soured wirhin themselves and mokl i
i the smeular seend of 3 band.

All thar begn 1o chanze, however, with the
release of their next 0, Mo Small Fear” (n 000,
Persotine] changes that inclided Vanden Avond an
promshene and Steve Johinsen on renor s provided
o adddicional plagiome for the: eminee of Bon
Fimson a5 lead sinper. Ard while che sogariting
process s alwrans been i collabomrive effor inthis
hand. thee somioe o "o Soall Fear® mark aclear
proeth m the writing mlents of Kie, keyboandist
Brian Grasellé, and tenor sox mom Chris Andersan
(whe 6 re loneer wich the band), Bur i s the
inclusicn of Hianson on beid vocals thae set this
secrona] il apar

Ty i Erbudous, fabulous einger,” haritoie s
phayer Adun Plamann, sreses. "Hes unlike any
athier mesician Dee ko He's poe this histary
baandl] kemimws 1 e bt music.® Auad with Hanson's



palent aned anfluence, the hand was ready 1o stan
miaking b= ek

Ir 2002, thie Groove Hogs released irs thind CD
entitled "Frong Side of the Stecr.” Procuced by
the renewned Jim Cinines Daho bes worked with
Santama ard Srevie Ry Vaughn, *Wrong Side of
thee Sereet” @ by far the Groove Hogs mest solsd
collecriom of songs o dare.

b continues, emphuiziog thar, many scrifice:
e ro be wade eo Mappon s habit we el the
Coove Hogs"

Half of the band - members are mamied, Those
wh sne single alo strupple with toumimg, hiswever,
commenting om the défiwulries of esrablishing hng-
rerms pelaticnships whale on the moad. And @
Cooper and [lmiels poine our, relying on - im

incomsistent paychecs

“His pGaitsess] job when we got into the srudic
wass tn puill the best out of every oy Suder s
Arel Cinines succeeded; In sddicion 1o feaniring the
bhuesy mep of Hanson's vaice, “Wiomg Side of the
Sereer” marks the retuen of the youmg s player
Steyi: Cooper, who had worked with the band enrly on,
Senarure titles for the group, such as “Blues i3
my Busivss,” M Paby's Gome,” and *The Real Lenee”
srirted po ke oo nathin e blues scene. Adzer
sellifigy mone than 20,000 copes of "Wrong Sade af
the Stree,” the hand appesmed w be well om s way
o bttt & wider audiences. But in onder o reach
that mudience, the Groove Hops had o tous
u.g:grmmh-, pliyirg 5 many venies a it coukd,
While mes people who ghmonze the “reck
star lqﬁrple might find couring m be the most
-~ fasrcimi Fmdhﬂuammm izt realiey, it s
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aril being able W gy
hills o time proves
challenyinyg as well. 50
ahile all the Basd
members e
dedicared o their
sl there ame times
when  the  tough
schuchile proves o be
t maich. And i
2009, lesl simper Ban
Haneon  annomced
his retimement

U pedr iz coming,”
Spelzer savs MRon was
obe of the lat pos
Taldirg dowm o [Full-
tireve] job el plvying.”

Wich Hansono pane, Speler now foced the
problern of fmding his replocement, "l was woried
bhecuse Ron was a kick®™ sngee... How do you
repdnce thoat Where do vou ficd guys who coukl sing
likee thac!®

Plamann agrees thar ic was daffscule 1o koow
whar was in stece for the band. “F didn's know whar
ro expect,” he admis. Bur Sweler was optimistic,
*Every time we've made a chinge in the lond, s
alweays been for th bener,” b smesses.

Enrer Adam Enevilcken,

Fresh ciat of the University of Oklahoma witha
degree in socialogy, Enevaldsen e o Chiceso
it 2003 with bopes of hrsiking nro the masic
seene, The clisest he got wisa cl!t’t}ubﬂ: Tirwer
Records:. Through word af ol howeves,
Eamuldzn Er;uﬂ -:Iw: the Gmre Hops was

Enevokdsen adimies "0 was) harribhy recondsd.”

[espite this. Stelser could hear the power of
Enevolden's vaice and bed a hard time belweving ir
at firs, “This kad is 237" Saclzer remembens saying ©
Tirveef, “This Tas gor oo be & joke.”

Lucky for him, it wasn't. “1 calbed Pa [Eiel]”
Speloer contires, “amd 1said we have to get this kid
up here” S0 Fnevaldien wok a bus up from
Chicapn and muditioned wadh the hand. Upon
hearing him sing, s man Cooper ssmmed up the
imprcr Enevaldsn wually makes on people swho
hear him for the fose rime: “Where thar voice
coming aea this Hrde whice bo?!

Enevoldsen adimis thar be didn't always dhink
T b whine it enkes o front o band. Although be
sang a5 A child and throughour high scheal, be
decided in colleps thar he didn't want o sing
avamions 1 was paing theoagh this . rransticnal
perio, and | didn' think [ hud what it mak to frome
n groap,” he sys. L wis oot in & happy place with
ey woice at the tHme”

Enevoklsen explain tat ic was then that be
sparmed listening to dilferen kinds of music,
especially eld-schral blues and soul, And through
exploring these types of misic, Enevoldsen sxm
dizcoverd the deprhs of his own talenr. 1 kind of
found myself” he recalls, "My woice  was
wemuring. .. | was discovering new influences and
mew sryles. | was developing inoo my own voice."

Al for the Groove Hop, Encveldsen’s piipes
pdd 2 whele pew dimension w the bands music.
With lim oo board, the Giroove Hogs wenr back
inm the studio with Gaines in January w produce
its fnmrh and st collecrion of songs o dae, "Blue
[hyrhms White Lics" was: relessed rationwide in
Auszust, and the band has been touring hasd 10
promoee it = because tars whar it mkes Desplre
the persomal handshaps of leaving fmilses, despire
the dang hours and mosds thar smeech bedone tuese
mrusicians, they know that in onder - continue
daing whar they do best, tourig 1 essential. And
the eneray the Croove Hogs britgs 1o each show
proyes thiat these musicians ke what it is ping to
mkszhﬂlliﬂumpmm whi bk yet 10 hear
them for lfe.
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