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I li\e in Appleton, wI, and I'll bet each and every American g5.oo that not one member
ofal-Qaeda can locate it on a map. Now I'm sure there are few football fans out there who
might take me up on tiat bet seeing how Appleton lies just soutJrwest of its more famous
cousin Green Bay. Ald everyone knows Osama and company are not exactly !ggkll!!!$
now are the)'. So I shouldn't be so quick to bet on something like that, right? yeah, rell, lll
take my chaaces.

Yet even if Appleton or Green Bay or the collection of little touns, I,illages, and cities that
make up the entire Fox River valley are potential targets for a terrorisiattack, rest assured
I can sleep rvell tonight. Why? Because the Homeland Security Depaftment was established
to protect me against such abocities in my neighborhood, Ard how are t}ey going to do
that,louask? By donating millions of U.S. taxpayer dollars to my local gorernments so that
thel' can buy the fire fighting and police equipment they've always wanted. 'The Homeland
is more secure when each hometown is more secure,', Djrectol 'loln Ridee rccentl\ told a
bunch of nodding heads. I don't klorv about 1.ou, but I feel safer fiom international
terrorism already.

'l his is horr it $ orks. First, Se r. qe billion of taxuar er rnonei is poured into ttre Homeland
S€curity Depatrnent via your political "pals" in Washington (.r,ith a proposed S4Z.+ billion
slated for t}le next round), Next, Wisconsin (or insert your own statelere) receives sweral
millions under the guise of protecting Americans against tenorism. Then the state
disburses X amount of dollars to the separate counties who in tum divry up t}re monies to
individual municipalities in true "each according to tieir need', fashion. Who says
federalism_doesn't work. Except in this case, it's taxpayer money , not power _ 6eing
distributed through the different tiens ofgovemment. Karl Mari rvould be pleased. "

And just what is this money really being used for? Here arejust a few examples.
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A ten minute car ride east takes me to a lovely little village called Combined Locks. A luc\'
recipient of Homeland Security grant money, lhs-!$lles}gudcrsLltgq decided that the
best way to protect residents frorn a biological attack was to install bulletproof glass in its
police headquarters. And all I can say is, it's about timel Because the total number of
drive-by shootings at that building last year came to a disturbing zero. The fire department
of the neighboring village of Little Chute received $38,ooo. They used that money to
purchase brald new air tanks even tiough I'm pretty sule they would have already been
equipped t'ith ones that w'orked seeing how they are firefighters and all.

Nou'don't worry because Wisconsin is not the only state .eceiving millions oftaxpayer
dollars to distribute to small tordn communities like the ones tlnt surround me. Small
towns all over the U.S. such as those scattered throughout jlLtll]]l}:lllg !S$d&
iliinois. and \\ i oning are benefiting as well. Of the $z million that's slated for New
Hampshire, a chunk of that is going torvard making sure local police departments "get
access to satellite television channels that transmit continuous ners." Gee, I wonder if I
became a flag-waving, Bush-saluting m<'nber oi the Amerjcorps if I could convince the
federal gorernnent to pay for my digital cable too? And it doesn't require a doctorate in
mathematics to calculate how much federal grant monef is being dumped into the coffers
of local governments nationride to pay for stuff like this. A point of fact that becomes even
more irritating rvhen our major airports and water ports are still facing g jgg!l!3.qq5gq]!iE
challenees.

But I guess Americans have been convinced that thes€ small towt first responder units
really need this grant money so that they are better prepared for tenorist ittack. Ne\er
mind that disasters such as those that befell New York and Washincton on q-11 are
probabl lnotgoingtobeunleasheduponthel .ur ,Ci t ie.Pclr , , r r r i r i t l t ' (nr , r , .Ardeven
ifa terrorist bombing did occur here, first responde$ in tiis area alreadl hare tie
equipment and training they need. These units have fully functioning emergency vehicles
and thel' klou'how to rescue people from a burning building and treat the tvounded. So
what it comes down to is tiat this money is being used to buy equipment local fire and
police departments could nerer afford or could nerer convince their local go\€rnments (and
us residents) that the items were necessarv. In addition, the money is being used for extra
training in horv to deal nith future terrodst-related disasters eren ifthese first responders
Iive in a mral town witl a population of 3oo and that includes the cats, dogs, horses, and
cows. Ald it's "free money" these local first responder units trre not soine to reaclih s ant to
!a l \  e uD,

But not everyone in my hometown area is taking part in the Homeland Security grant free
for all. Police Chief Dalid Peterson heads up theFox Valle\' ]{etro policc dellftnrent \a'hich
serves both Litde Chute and neighboring Kimberly. When asked what he thought about the
Homeland Secu tt Department and the current grant frenzy-, he replied; "In a nutshell, I
think it's a joke." Pointing out that the national debt has reached a record-breaking,
heart-stoppinqsT trillion. Peterson sees the Homeland Security grants as nothing more
than a colossal $'aste. "We're supposedly trying to cut back on a deficit," he stressed, but at
the same time "every state wants a piece of t}le pie," For this police chief, the Homeland
Security grants are nothing more thanjob security for SenatoN. Peterson, \\,ho has kept his
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police department's budget running in the black for the past several years, stressed that if
more politicians and other civil sewants operated the same way America wouldn't be
facing such a huge national deficit. "Could I upgrade some equipment here?" Petercon
said, "Sure. But I'll do it t]le right way."

Now to be fair, !lgl9 j!Ig-q$g$-91lll j]!fg who are beginning to realize that the Homeland
Security grant program js-g-Uilliuss!. Overall though, local fust respondem are taking
advantage ofthe taxpal'er money being made ar'ailable to them. But n'hat's more
important is tlat it doesn't matter how many new air tanks, tazer guns, and other
equipment local police and fire departments purchase with this grant money - none ofthis
is going protect Americans from the acts of terrorism that devastated New York and
Washington. . j!31is j!ls- jtlilsigls cannot be easily deterred as our- soirliers in I lar<r - not to
mention everyone living in and around lg4'15g!.91 - have learned, For that, we're going to
have a take a cold, hard look into how and why America is an enem1i to these terronst
groups in the first place.

But hey, at least the police headquarters in Combined l,ocks is rell protected.
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