Arts and Culture in the Fox Cities

Spotlight on
Bob Newhart ...

For decades, Bob Newhart has been a shining star on the
comedy scene. Before you catch his appearance at the
Fox Cities Performing Arts Center on October 20,
FOX CITIES Magazine offers you a closer

look at his career.

orking gs an secountant in | Chicaga,

Hlinois, in the early 19505 Bob Newhan
could not imagine that one day he would be the
starr of two long-running hit television series. With
the release of The Bumen-Doun Mmd of -Bob
Newhart on Warner Brothers Records, however,
there was no Jooking back. “When | made the fitst
album and it came out,” Newhart explaing, “it
really was much more successful than Tever could
have imagined. [t was the album of the vear in
1960." And with the success of that album,
Mewhart was suddenly in the position o combine
histalent for stand-up with the growing popularity
of relevision.

While Newhart is mostly remembered for his
rwo hit series, The Bob Nehort Show and Newhare,
thie comedian first searred in an NBC variety show
that was nominaed for an Emmy in 1961 and
earned o Peabody Awand. Despite the overwhelming
response, the show enly laseed one season,

“Well, it was marginal,” says Mewhart,
on the bubble as far as being picked up or not
picked up. And | had a meeting with the head of
enterminment for NBC...and he said, "Well, we'ne
thinking about picking up the show, but we want
o make some changes.” And |, of
and he mentioned a couple

It was

conrse, | asked

what were ‘changes,

of things, and then he mentioned gertingrid of the
announcer Dan Sorkin, . whib' was  largely
responsibile for my getting the recording contmct
for thee fiest album: And 1 said, “Well, I'm serry, |
can't do thae' And | don't know if that was a
eritical decision, you know, if that was the tipping
point o net, but it wasn't picked up.” In the end,
Newhiart says he was somewhat relieved when
NBC dida't pick op the show, pointing out that he
found it srrenuous o come up with & monologue
every week:

GEwver. the yers,
comcentrated on his stand-up Tootines, recording
severl more Button-Down Mind albums: In 1963,
hee married Virginia Quinn, and the couple soon
started raising a family.

After ten years of going out on nati nal roirs;
however, Mewhart was ready o give television
another try. In 1972, The Bob Newhart Show
debured on CBS starring Mewharr s Chicago
psychologist Roberr  Hartley
Plesherte as his wife Emily. The show would go on

next  ten M bz

and Suzanne

to run for another six successful seasons.

When it came to an end in 1978, Mewhart
eontinued doing stand-up, hosting The Johnny
Carson. Show a total of 87 times. It wasn't until
1982 that Mewhart retumed w CBS with another

Your Smile is Everything!

ADVANCED
; CARE

E

J. Richmond Street, Appleton
920.730.0400
1720 Congress Avenue, Oshkash
920.233.0400

Ditber 2006
14

sircom—this ane set in Vermont—titled Newhart
and co-stming Mary Franne When that show
ended in 1990 afrer eighr successful seasons, the
series finale went down in history #s one of the
besr, with Newharts charmeter waking up on the
set of his first series and realizing that the entine
Mewhart series wis nothing more than o nightmare
browght on by eating roo much Japanese food.
When asked whether he was surprised by the
snccess of his relevision series, Mewhart 1= quick
explain thar while The Bob Newhare Show was

iven a great time slot, thar wasn't all thar was

necessary for his shows" success. "We were given a
preat time slot, which is o blessing and a curse at
the same time,” he says, “hecause you're expected
o hold on to the audience. In other wonds, just
perting o grent time slot isn't necessarily the be-all
and end-all of television because if you don't hold
up your erid of the bareain, you know, there are
CUrTaln expecranons that they expect you to
maintain.”

Wirh two smash-hic relevision sertes, char-
countless stand-up
ful career,
clear Bob Newhant has held up his end of the
bargain
comedy legemd. i
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topping comedy albums, and

reurines highlighting his succes it is
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