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state senator Michael Ellis challengG
both candidates and constituents
By ]ennifer A. Gritt
For the Times-Villager

"You have an obligation and a right to
know how these candidates are golng to
balance the budget," Republicir Slate
Senator Michael EIIis told the audience at
Friday's Heart of the Valley Chamber of
Commerce breakfast *""-ting at F&M
Bank in Kaukauna.

I"fu-rri"g to the recent campaign tactics
of gubematorial candidatej liir Doyle
and Scott McCallum, Ellis declared:
"These ads are an insult to the intelli_
gence of the people of Wisconsin.,, While
the ads currently running on television
attempt to assess blame for the state,s cur_
rent budget crisig Ellis criticized both
candidates for not offering any solution.

"This is a mess that didn,t happen
ovemight," Ellis explained.,,EveryLne

J11 the state govemment) is ,"rpo.,ribl".

\tri,:l: they going to do when they get
elected?"

. Ellis provided a handout explaining
his view on how the current budget cril
sis came about and where it itands
today..Addressing the budget repair bill
recently signed by Govemor Mcballum,
Ellis stated: "The govemor and legisla_
tors who passed this disaster proilui*
that it eliminates a $j.1 bill ion dollar
deficit, balancing the books without rais_
ing taxes. Don't believe them.,,

The current bill ,,actually creates a
51.24 bill ion deficit going into the next
budget and sets the stage for an all but
inevitable tax increase ii2009,,'he said.
. Explaining that current programs were
b,eing funded with the mone from the
sale of the tobacco settlement, Ellis
emphasized that the $1.3 bill ion was iust
a one-time revenue source. With new
revenue only estimated to be $320 mil_
liorr for 2003, Ellis stressed that the state
is planning a "bill ion dollars in spendins
(y'et rve) don't have a billion in revenue.T

Outiining a list of state-funded pro_
grams, which include prescrioiion
drugs, education and sharLd .".rln.,".
Ellis stressed that the current legislature
apprcved a bill that ,,didn,t cut a"nything.
There is no way that either of these guiTs

is going to balance the budget and not
raise taxes," he conciuded.

Education spending was discussed at
length. Of the $11 billion state budget,
"$5.2 billion goes to K-12 schools,,,"he
said. Rsidents and Ellis expressed con_
cem over the state policy [o fund fwo_
thirds of local educatlon spending.
Expensive school construction projecL
have absorbed a substantial amtunt of
Wisconsin taxpayer monies as a result,
and EIlis called for reform.

He will introduce legislation that
would base education funding on a com_
munity's economic health. Wealthier
school districts should receive 10 percent
state funding while poorer districis up to
90 percent. This would help deter what
Ellis sees as a "give them whatever they
want and we'll put it on a credit card7,
attitude that has dictated the state,s
behavior over the past several years.

V\4-ren questioned how this would ston
local school boards from approving th!
construction of expensive new schools,
Ellis said his legislation would require
ft1r..oTjT.tion plans be reviewed ty a
state building commission to determine
the necessary expenditures from the
excessive.

"If you r,vant state-of-the-art schools.,,
Ellis declared, "then property ta-rpayers
have to review the plans,, beiauseitey,lt
have to pav for it.

In the 
-end, 

Ellis stressed that ,,the 
legis_

lature and the govemor have clemin_
strated their unwill ingness to make
tough decisions" concerning state_
funded programs.

"There was no will to even freeze
spending at current levels much less
make any real cuts in spending.,, As a
result, lVisconsin residents ,,aie 

faced
rvith an almost certain iax increase in the
future." "The debate next year will not
be rvhether to tax. It will te over who
and how to tax."

With the gubernatorial candidates
already "discussing hiking tobacco taxes
and eliminating sales tai exemptions,,,
Ell is feels that.those proposals ,,ur" 

oni.,
the begirLning."


