THE - PERSPECTIVE

| Am Woman

by Jennifer A. Gritt

oughly four months after Roe 1w Wade legal-

ized abortion, T was born. The youngest of

three sisters. 1 grew up in a female dominat-
ed houschold at a time when women were being
taught that they could achieve anything they put their
minds to. It was an age of female empowerment. and
I'd be lving it 1 said it didn’t greatly contribute to who
Lam today.

Wonder Wonicn. Charfie's Angels. The Bionic
Woman — even Daisy Duke from the Dukes of Huz-
wred — these were the television heroines 1 idolized.
Madonna's Marerial Girl served as the musical back-
drop as I set my high school goals to be the best baskethall play-
er/horse trainer/writer ever, Women, | was conditioned to be-
lieve, could have it all. Power. respect. sex appeal. love. and. of
course. the ability to become a mom, all wrapped up in the super-
neat package called Today’s New Woman, Men were just an ac-
cessory 1o be chosen — placed just so —and. it they didn’t work
oul. discarded.

“We have the right 10 do anything we want!™ was the familiar
collective chant, and it was seductive. Every fiber of my being
strained for recognition as a powerful secietal force, ready 1o
take on the world — a strong. independent lemale! This meant
thit no one — especially a man — was going to telt me what to
do. what my career should be. or how to live my lile. I had the
puwer to choose. you see., and socicty was backing me one hun-
dred percent.

T have the right to go to college! 1 have the right to run a cor-
puration! [ have the right to be president! I have the nght to get
rid of my baby in the event that 1 get pregnant and don’t want to
be! [ have the right to choose! | have the....

Then something made me pause. made me lower my clenched
fist and tall silent. A jolt of shame rushed through me as [ real-
ized that [ could never bring myselt to belicve that I had the right
to destroy my baby. And in a moment of hesitation, T lifted my
eves shyward and caught a glimpse of what God has been try-
ing to tell humans all along.

My life was a gift that T did not choose und neither did my
mother. And what society viewed as my right to exercise control
over my body — cloaked as it was in a flag of personai treedom
— was nothing more than & morbid excuse to justify climinat-
ng innecent life,

The power of choice cun never be unleashed without restraint
it a society 1s to remain civilized and free. [f a murder is com-
mitted. the otfender must suffer at the hands of the law for mis-
using the power of choice. The same is true for stealing. assault
and battery. even drunk driving. All of these actions have con-
sequences that atfect other individuals, and punishments can und
will he meted out 1o those who commit them. So why should
abortion be any different?
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“Because a woman shouid have control over her
own body.” whispered the adolescent. feminist voices
still haunting me. But no woman really has ultimate
control over her own body. It that were the case. then
we could simply will pregnancy. disease. or even
death from happening.

“A haby developing in the womb is not a human
being separate from the maother.” the voices contin-
wed. growing louder and more defensive. Realiy? Not
a human? [t should come as no shock that sexual in-
tercourse between a man and a woman is how human
beings procreate. And it 15 here that the pro-choice
argument reveals its irrationality. This 15 where it becomes a
bizarre scene in which u woman is foreed to deny the biological
reality of who she is and ignore the well-established under-
standing of human development — of human life.

Why, 1 a woman
chooses to have sex with
a man. should she not be
asked to take responsi-
bility [or her action? Be-
cause no matter how

Despite the pro-ahortion
appeal to individual

‘ e liberty, the power of
much the pro-choice .
lobby wants to deny it. choice can never be
what is created at the unleashed without

time of conception is the
blueprint for an individ-
val human being — one
that only needs time and
the chance to grow, 1o
mature. to live.

Now [ do recognize that conception through rape — rare as it
Is — is not a woman's choice. But that doesn’t change the fact
that human life is ercated. And 1 truly believe that with help and
guidance this type of tragedy can he accepted. handled. and
healed.

Despite how seductive the battle cry for freedom of choice
was — and still is - T realived thit to be truly worthy of the title
Streng. Independent Female. T first had to accept the awesome
responsibility that comes with being a woman in today’s sogi-
ety. | refuse 1o deny the unigue. natural gift of womanhood for
the sake of a collective chunt. And T will not divorce miyself trom
the reality of my gender and the limitations of science, [ will take
responsibility for my actions and respect not only myseltf. but
humanity as a whole, And no one will ever be able to convince
me to think otherwise,

So listen up all you pro-choice disciples of the Helen Reddy
1 am woman™ schoel of thought, and take heed. Because the
onty thing [ need to be liberated trom is you. Got it?

For £ am woman. Hear me roar!

restraint if a society is to
remain civilized and free.
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